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48 THE CLASSICAL JOURNAL 

Caesar's "Gallic War." Translated by Rev. F. P. Long, M.A. 
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 191 1. Price 35. 6d. 

Most of the poetical works of well-known authors have been rendered 
in excellent English translations, that is, in translations which express the 
thought of the Latin author in smooth, idiomatic English. This much cannot 
be said of Latin prose productions. For example, those who up to this time 
have made translations of Caesar's Gallic War seem to have done so with a 
view to making salable books by providing students' helps in interpreting 
the intricacies of the Latin diction. 

It is gratifying, therefore, to note the appearance of a book whose purpose 
is to furnish the English reader with the story of the Gallic War, as related by 
Caesar, in a delightful English style. Such a translation is that of Rev. F. P. 
Long. The book is not a translation in the sense in which that word is gener- 
ally used. It is rather a free paraphrase; for the author's aim was evidently 
not only to render freely what Caesar actually expressed, but also to insert 
much that is implied in the context. In fact this tendency to insert ideas 
is carried so far that often it is questionable whether Caesar intended to con- 
vey the idea expressed in the translation: e.g.. Book i, chap. 20: "At these 
words Divitiacus, completely broken down, and falling at Caesar's knees, 
pleaded passionately," etc. Book iii, chap. 22: "From another quarter of the 
town a treacherous attempt at escape was made," etc. This tendency 
toward interpolation pervades the book. 

Occasionally the author fails to express Caesar's thought, e.g.. Book iii, 
chap. 22. The translator's idea about "pairs" in reference to the "soldurri" 
does not seem justified. 

The author makes an occasional slip in English, such as will happen from 
the fact that the book is a translation, e.g.. Book i, chap, i: "Between these 
three divisions there exist fundamental differences both of language, customs, 
and political organizations." 

The general character of the translation is revealed in the first sentence 
of the book: "The country known collectively as Gaul presents in reality 
three distinct divisions, inhabited respectively by the Belgae, the Aquitani, 
and a race which, though commonly described by us as Gauls, is known in 
the vernacular as Celts." 

The book will furnish delightful reading for those who wish to become 
familiar with Caesar's account of the Gallic War and who are not fortunate 
enough to be able to read it in the original. Those too will find pleasure and 
profit in the work who may want hints as to how beautifully and idiomatically 
Caesar's statements can be rendered in English. 

The value of the book is enhanced by maps which give the modern as well 

as the ancient Gallic geographical names. 

Daniel W. Lothman 
Cleveland, Ohio 



